
territory and it definitely does go further 
here. There are two gas stations and 
the fuel is always less expensive (often 
more than 10 cents less) but it may be 
worth your while to go to Al’s Gas Bar 
which could be a minute out of the way 
but always seems to be an even better 
bargain. No one comes here and doesn’t 
fill up the tank. 

Not all that far from Al’s we re-
discovered a part of our youth at the 

IPPERWASH BEACH CLUB. This building 
had been called Wallygators and housed 
an arcade/laundromat/apartments when 
we were teenagers and then it sat vacant 
for years, but it’s more alive than ever 
now. Revitalized as a restaurant, with a 
few rooms to let, it is steps away from 
Ipperwash Beach and we just had to 
sit out on the patio for an appetizer. 
We might have to stay here sometime! 
I can’t congratulate the owners of this 
place enough for breathing new life into 
an iconic building. They did it up very 
well, right up to the bar itself, which is 
built from one half of a real wooden boat.

We didn’t want to stop touring, but 
wanted to get to the hotel to check in, 
so we made the scenic drive along Hwy. 
#21. This really is trailer park country. 
There are numerous campgrounds near 
here and we stopped at KELDER’S 
TRAILER SALES to browse through a few 
large, gorgeous trailers, just on a whim. 
We’re not in the market, or not right now 
anyway, but all the trailers are open for 
visitors to peruse and it was a great way 
to spend a bit of free time.

For dinner we had a table on the 
patio overlooking the Ausable River at 
SmACKWATER JACK’S. Love this place! 
It was still fairly early in the season but 
a number of boats were coming back 
in or going out to see the sunset as we 
enjoyed dinner and local food, wine and 
craft beer.

DAY TWO - FRIDAY
mACPHERSON’S RESTAURANT in 

Port Franks has been there for so long that 
it’s become an old friend for travellers, 
and we headed back in the direction we 
came from to have breakfast there. It 
never disappoints. Some people might 
remember it just as much for the large 
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This is a one tank trip that might go 
further than usual, but I’ll explain that in 
a bit. Lisa and I know the Grand Bend 
area very well but we decided to take a 
few days there, make it a home base if 
you will, to explore and rediscover some 
of our favourites.

The PINEDALE mOTOR INN was our 
home base for two nights. We stayed 
here years ago in the main building 
where the pool is, but for this trip we had 
the Pinedale Suite and this is one that a 
couple might want. It’s at the end of the 
motel portion of the property. The room 
is very large, with a king sized bed and 
jetted tub. It borders on the park area 
and the Ausable River that you might not 
realize is in behind the inn.

ON THE WAY - FRIDAY 
I’ll be writing forever if I include every 

place we went, but our first stop was at 
LAKE LIFE STUDIO in Camlachie. It’s a 
small, special shop and the owner is a 
vibrant young entrepreneur who does 

remarkable work with fused glass. You 
must stop here. Further north along 
Lakeshore Road we discovered FOREST 
GLEN HERB FARm which is truly a one-
of-a-kind place. It’s an herb farm and 
B&B near the end of a road close to Lake 
Huron, and the barn/shop could be from 
a period drama. Dried herbs and things 
created by them hang everywhere on 
the main level and up in the loft (which 
you have to make the trek to). Just to be 
there taking in the scents was incredible 
and the owner was so informative and 
cheery. 

Then we ventured inland a couple miles 

to ALTON FARmS ESTATE WINERY. This 
is the first winery in this region though a 
few others have popped up since. All the 
wines were very good and, after a bit of 
tasting, we bought a red and a white to 
bring back to our home base. We went 
back there again later in the summer for 
their fifth anniversary celebration. They 
host a number of events each year and 
have built a patio with a brick pizza oven 
so we sat back with a glass of wine and 
listened to a fantastic trio (Sue and John 
McIntyre and Paul Garrett). 

From there we got back onto 
Lakeshore Road and followed it north 
to Kettle and Stony Point First Nation. 
THUNDERBIRD CRAFTS & TRADING 
POST is always in the Daytripper and 
it’s a rare and incredible shop to browse 
through. They have many craft supplies 
and fabrics but they also have quilts, 
blankets, moccasins, mukluks, paintings, 
baskets, quillwork and much more. 
Getting back to my hint that a tank of 
gas might go further, this is a First Nation 
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sand dune behind it that generations of 
kids have taken a turn running down. We 
had the Daytripper out to plan our day 
and went further into Port Franks to 
find ART by 3 and this was worth 
the trip for a couple reasons. 
One, because it was such a 
cool shop with different 
and eclectic ideas using 
metal and driftwood 
and reclaimed items 
like propane tanks, 
but also because this 
is an unusual area to 
just drive around and 
explore. Most people 
really have no reason 
to go here. This shop was 
a perfect excuse and Lisa 
loved it—she even created her own 
beautiful necklace.

We had ample time to spare so we 
kept heading away from Grand Bend 

and backtracked to Forest, but if we were 
only going for a daytrip we could have 
come here after visiting Alton Wines. 
Lisa had to see if mY FAVOURITE STORE 
was going to become her favourite store, 
and it was right up there! The next stops 
were FOREST FLORIST, FLOWERS 
WITH FLAIR and WILLIAmSON FARmS 
COUNTRY STORE. I’m mentioning them 
together because they all have a great 
selection of home decor, gifts and stuff 
for the garden. Williamson’s also has a 
large selection of local foods, including 
their own maple syrup. A unique feature 
of this town is the FOREST KINETO 
THEATRE, a small movie house that is 
operated by the local Kinsmen Club. Built 
in 1917, it is one of the oldest theatres in 
Canada. A great time to come here would 

be for a concert or during the Forest 
Film Festival which is held on numerous 
dates, this year from September and into 
March 2019.

Our next stop was back in Port Franks 
at TWIN PINES ORCHARD AND CIDER 
HOUSE. This is in the countryside just 
outside of town, so it’s off the beaten 
track and you’ll want to use your GPS, 
phone or the many signs to get here, but 
get here you should! It’s absolutely worth 
it. You’ll discover a grand, wooden-
framed cider house on a beautiful 
country orchard complete with trails to 
take a relaxing stroll on. There’s a very 
large, very nice gift shop, fresh produce 
in season, tons of things for food lovers 
including their own jams and preserves, 

wine, sweet apple cider and some of the 
world’s best hard cider, and they have the 
awards to prove it. We learned all about 
the ciders during a tasting and brought 
back a couple bottles, for ourselves and 
for friends.

By this time we were hungry again 
so we dined in Port Franks twice on 
the same day, this time on the patio at 
GROG’S PUB & GRILL. Our food was 
great but they have this Zaney bread 
that’s out of this world. It’s their take 

on garlic bread and cheese 
but it’s the best I’ve ever 

had. I don’t know how 
healthy it is, but some 
things are worth it.

That was a good 
reason to do something 

healthy and PINERY 
PROVINCIAL PARK was along 
the way back to the Bend. We so 
love this place—it really is one of 
Ontario’s great jewels. I forget 
which one of the many trails we 

decided on but it was so nice to 
be back in that Carolinian forest 

and along the dunes that rise up 
from Lake Huron. We even saw a 

bald eagle. We’ve stayed here before, 
in colder weather, in the yurts. These are 
a bit hard to describe but are basically 
permanent vinyl cabins with heat, 
electricity and bunks. They’re worth 
trying but you need to reserve them in 
advance.

Then it was beach time. We could 
have stayed at the Pinery but we 
hadn’t been to Grand Bend’s legendary 
beach in quite a while so we made our 
way there. A lot has changed over the 
years—there’s now a concert bandshell 
that has free weekly concerts in the 
summer, a modern playground and the 
large washroom/changeroom complex 
that they built a number of years back. 
In other ways it’s still much the same, 
with the main street lined with kitschy 
t-shirt shops opening up for the season 
and french fries never too far away. We 
stopped into one clothing store where 
everything was half price and it was 
too hard to not buy something. We also 
checked out GIFT OF ART where Lisa 
found a nice piece of pottery.

Summer break was still a few weeks 
away so it was bustling, but not the crazy 
busy that it would be before long. The 
beach hadn’t changed much, and it was 
nice to relax, swim and people watch.

As we got back in the truck, reluctantly, 
and were driving up the main drag we 
had the windows down of course (it’s 
Grand Bend—you have to) and we heard 
this great voice and gutar playing coming 
from the patio at GABLES in the BEND. 
We had to stop in for a glass of wine and 
to listen to C.J. Lee for a while. Ironically, 
we went out later that night to a packed 
place called THE SANDBAR & GRILL 
and the same entertainer was playing 
there, with a percussionist and a louder, 
wilder sound.

Somewhere in there we swam in 

My Favourite Store

Twin Pines Orchard & Cider House
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the hotel pool and hot tub, cleaned up 
and had dinner at F.I.N.E. which is an 
exquisite, cozy spot in a house on Hwy. 
#21 still in town. Everything was now 
within walking distance from our room 
at Pinedale, and that was probably a 
good thing. Later at night we sat on the 
patio at our little oasis listening to the 
quiet sounds of the hidden, natural area 
in behind.

DAY THREE - SUNDAY
Sundays are very popular in Grand 

Bend but we had to hit the road. On the 
way out we stopped at DALE’S ANTIQUE 
mARKET and I wish so much that we 
had more time to spend there. It was 
market day so there were numerous 
vendors open for business and we spent 
some time with them, but what we 
didn’t have nearly enough time for was 
Dale’s itself. This is an awesome and vast 
store with old antiques, new mennonite 
furniture, and everything in between. I 
could have spent hours here and will be 
back. We also missed out on the PINERY 
ANTIQUE & FLEA mARKET which is 

open every Sunday in season, but we 
had to go. I grabbed a milkshake from 
DENNY’s DRIVE-IN and thought we 
were on the road for sure, but Lisa had 
to quickly pick up a few plants for the 
garden and we stopped into WESTLAND 
GREENHOUSES. Let me assure you that 
no true garden lover will ever stop in here 
for just a few minutes! This is a fantastic 
garden centre with an unbelievable 
selection of plants and a whole lot more. 

So we finally got on our way and were 
really out of time, so couldn’t make any 
more stops. I hated to be rushed at the 
end when there was so much more we 
could have done, but loved that we took 

Dale’s Antique Market this staycation in our own area. What 
would we do different the next time? 
Make it three nights? Maybe stay in a yurt 
for one of them. Maybe go to the Starlite 
Drive-in movie theatre that’s close by, 
or to the Kineto Theatre. We didn’t go 
north of Grand Bend and didn’t stop into 
THE WHOLE PIG in Dashwood where 
they have the most awesome barbeque 
ribs that are precooked and take literally 
20 minutes to boil in a bag and they’re 
done! Lisa knows that we’re going there 
the next time, not that I’m complaining.

Another great trip and staying the two 
nights made all the difference. We live in 
such a wonder filled region—spending 
some of our vacation time in our own 
backyard was a great idea. I’ve been 
writing forever and think I might have 
included everywhere we went—hope 
that’s okay!

Publisher’s note: Thanks Dave & Lisa. 
You won’t hear any complaints from us. 
We’d love to hear from more of our readers 
as well. 
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